Le pluriel des noms
> En règle générale, la forme plurielle du nom est construite en ajoutant un "-s" à la forme singulière:
shoe --> shoes 
book --> books 
river --> rivers 

> Les mots se terminant en "s" ou "z" prendront généralement la terminaison "-es" :
bus --> buses 
kiss --> kisses 

> Les mots se terminant en "-y" prendront généralement la terminaison "-ies" :
party --> parties 
supply --> supplies 

> Certains mots sont irréguliers au pluriel :
one man --> two men 
one woman --> two women 
one person --> two people 
one foot --> two feet 
one mouse --> two mice 
one goose --> two geese 
one tooth --> two teeth 
one wife --> two wives 
one child --> two children 
one knife --> two knives 
one thief --> two thieves 
one dwarf --> two dwarves (ou: dwarfs) 
one potato --> two potatoes 
one leaf --> two leaves 
one life --> two lives 
one loaf --> two loaves 
one half --> two halves 

> Certains mots rarissimes ne changent pas du tout au pluriel :
one moose --> two moose 
one sheep --> two sheep 
one aircraft --> two aircraft 

> Les mots d'origine latine ou grecque qui ont retenu une terminaison antique se conformeront généralement à la forme plurielle de leur langue d'emprunt :
one alumnus --> two alumni 
one syllabus --> two syllabi 
one alumna --> two alumnae 
one alga --> many algae 
one criterion --> many criteria 
one forum --> many fora (ou : forums) 
one thesis --> two theses 
one hypothesis --> two hypotheses 
one phenomenon --> two phenomena 
one cactus --> two cacti (ou : cactuses) 
one diagnosis --> two diagnoses 
one oasis --> two oases 
one analysis --> two analyses 



EXERCICE: 
Retrouver le pluriel de ces noms, sans regarder la liste ci-dessus: 



1. table ______________________________ 
2. child ______________________________ 
3. thief ______________________________ 
4. mouse ______________________________ 
5. potato ______________________________ 
6. tooth ______________________________ 
7. alga ______________________________ 
8. goose ______________________________ 
9. wife ______________________________ 
10. life ______________________________


Mettre au pluriel.

1) clock : __________________
clock
clockes
clocks

2) avocado : __________________
avocado
avocadoes
avocados

3) baby : __________________
babys
babies

4) day : __________________
daies
day
days

5) shelf : __________________
shelves
shelfs
shelf

6) wolf : __________________
wolves
wolfs

7) roof : __________________
rooves
roofs
roofes

8) sheep : __________________
sheepes
sheeps
sheep


 

En anglais, le pluriel des noms prend un S. Mais certains mots se forment de différentes manières. Les mots qui se terminent par certaines lettres forment leurs pluriels avec :

• O ---> OES 
• Y ---> IES
• F ou FE ---> VES
• H ---> ES
• S, Z, X, SH ou CH ---> ES

Mais comme toutes les règles, il existe des exceptions dont nous tiendrons compte dans le prochain exercice.
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Donnez le pluriel des noms suivants.
1. a bag ---> ______________________________ 
2. a bus ---> ______________________________ 
3. a glass ---> ______________________________ 
4. a baby ---> ______________________________ 
5. a door ---> ______________________________ 
6. a knife ---> ______________________________ 
7. a leaf ---> ______________________________ 
8. a mango ---> ______________________________ 
9. a loaf ---> ______________________________ 
10. a cherry ---> ______________________________ 
11. a house ---> ______________________________ 
12. a tomato ---> ______________________________ 
13. a half ---> ______________________________ 
14. a box ---> ______________________________ 
15. a dish ---> ______________________________


Mais certains mots ne forment pas leur pluriel comme tous les autres. Quels sont ces mots ?  
Découvrons-les en faisant cet exercice. Des explications seront données à la correction.
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1. a man ---> ______________________________ 
2. a guy ---> ______________________________ 
3. a foot ---> ______________________________ 
4. an inch ---> ______________________________ 
5. a goose ---> ______________________________ 
6. a toy ---> ______________________________ 
7. a sheep ---> ______________________________ 
8. nonsense ---> ______________________________ 
9. a tooth ---> ______________________________ 
10. a craft ---> ______________________________ 
11. an ox ---> ______________________________ 
12. news ---> ______________________________ 
13. a mouse ---> ______________________________ 
14. a deer ---> ______________________________ 
15. a means ---> ______________________________ 
16. a child ---> ______________________________ 
17. a dynamo ---> ______________________________ 
18. a swine ---> ______________________________ 
19. a fiasco ---> ______________________________




EXPLICATIONS: 

1) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
2) terminaison "ys" et non "ies" car le "y" est précédé d’une voyelle 
3) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
4) pluriel régulier
5) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
6) terminaison "ys" et non "ies" car le "y" est précédé d’une voyelle 
7) nom invariable 
8) mot indénombrable 
9) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
10) nom invariable. An aircraft = two aircraft 
11) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
12) mot indénombrable 
13) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
14) nom invariable 
15) même forme au singulier comme au pluriel 
16) mot qui a gardé le pluriel germanique 
17) pas de "oes" car c’est un mot d’origine technique 
18) nom invariable 
19) pas de "oes" car c’est un mot d’origine étrangère 




 Mettre soit au singulier, soit au pluriel
Questions 1 à 10 : du singulier au pluriel
Questions 11 à 20 : du pluriel au singulier



1. baby ______________________________ 
2. box ______________________________ 
3. video recorder ______________________________ 
4. class ______________________________ 
5. mouse ______________________________ 
6. dining room ______________________________ 
7. fly ______________________________ 
8. house ______________________________ 
9. man ______________________________ 
10. library ______________________________ 
11. beaches ______________________________ 
12. brushes ______________________________ 
13. children ______________________________ 
14. countries ______________________________ 
15. feet ______________________________ 
16. jeans ______________________________ 
17. inches ______________________________ 
18. knives ______________________________ 
19. studies ______________________________ 
20. women ______________________________


Mettre au pluriel tout ce qui est possible.




1. There is a ladder under the tree. ______________________________ 
2. There is a bird on the roof. ______________________________ 
3. That is an egg in the basket. ______________________________ 
4. Is this a car in the garage? ______________________________ 
5. Is there an apple in that box? ______________________________ 
6. That is an aeroplane in the sky. ______________________________ 
7. This is a scooter in the garage. ______________________________ 
8. There is a bottle in that bag. ______________________________ 
9. There is a knife and a fork on the table. ______________________________ 
10. There is a man on that bus. ______________________________


REPONSES:

1) There are ladders under the trees. 
2) There are birds on the roofs. 
3) Those are eggs in the baskets. 
4) Are these cars in the garages? 
5) Are there any apples in those boxes? 
6) Those are aeroplanes in the sky. 
7) These are scooters in the garages. 
8) There are some bottles in those bags. 
9) There are knives and forks on the tables. 
10) There are men on those buses.



Mettre au pluriel tout ce qui est possible.


1. The baby is sleeping ______________________________ 
2. The bus is late ______________________________ 
3. The man in the car is wearing glasses ______________________________ 
4. The child always plays in the park ______________________________ 
5. The knife is on the table ______________________________ 
6. The sheep is eating some grass ______________________________ 
7. The match starts at 6 ______________________________ 
8. Is your T-shirt clean ? ______________________________ 
9. His foot is all white ______________________________ 
10. The potato is in your plate ______________________________


REPONSES:

1) The babies are sleeping 
2) The buses are late 
3) The men in the cars are wearing glasses 
4) The children always play in the parks 
5) The knives are on the tables 
6) The sheep are eating some grass 
7) The matches start at 6 
8) Are your T-shirts clean ? 
9) His feet are all white 
10) The potatoes are in your plates



9) fish : __________________�fish�fishs�fishes


�10) mouse : __________________�mouse�mouses�mice��11) fox : __________________�foxes�fox�foxies��12) toy : __________________�toies�toy�toys��13) coat : __________________�coat�coats�coates��14) table : __________________�table�tables��15) journey : __________________�journeys�journey�journies� �





16) kiss : __________________�kiss�kisses�kissies��17) thief : __________________�thief�thiefs�thieves��18) brush : __________________�brusies�brushes�brushses��19) deer : __________________�deeres�deer�deers��20) path : __________________�paths�path�pathes��








